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socialization of property. "Property is not a right, but a
function."

"We alone/' the Globe goes on to say, " have really under-
stood what happened in 1830. The so-called Revolution has
led only to a shifting of power from one section to another of
a class that uses the people only for its own selfish ends. The
New Chamber is dead before birth. But 1830 has really marked
a move forward to an inevitable democratic form of govern-
ment, to a republic that frightens everyone. You are really at
the eve of a social revolution that will be terrible unless you
can moralize the people, and alone our philosophy can do
that. Meanwhile, you should at any rate try and carry out a
programme of real reforms : lowering of indirect taxation and
of customs duties, and the using of the army in peace time for
socially constructive undertakings." x

Again one may say of the Globe what we said of the Exposition^
that it could have done really solid work had not the whole
cause been compromised by the foolish turning of Saint-
Simonism from a social programme to a pseudo-Church. With
the trial of 1832 the movement collapsed.

******             **

If Saint-Simonism as a movement was shortlived, the same
cannot be said of its influence.2 " This," said de Vogue.3 " was
perhaps greater on our century than that of the whole literary
Romantic Movement; it is to be found at the origin of all
subsequent transformations of men and things, of our manners
and of our laws/' and posterity has ratified on the whole 4 the
amazingly bold forecasts made by two of the most promising
Saint-Simonists: " You will not take a single step without
setting your feet in the prints we have made. Our word dwells

1  8th September 1831 (Charlety, op. r//., p. 127).
2  We are indebted to a former pupil, Mr I. Simpson, for the loan of an
unpublished thesis, VInfluence du Saint-Simonismc dans la Literature,
8 Discours de Reception de M. Bourget a rAcadtmiefrancaise.
* The glaring exception is Georges Sorcl, who called Saint-Simon and his
disciples " proud exponents of an alleged science . . . devoid of all critical
faculty, amateur philosophers, using big words to talk of trivial realities"
(Matina ux pour servtr a T Hist tire du Proletariat, p. 352)*
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